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Choral Evensong and Meditation for Palm Sunday 2010, 6:30 pm 
 

The Order for Evening Prayer  
may be followed in the Book of Common Prayer 

 
Prelude on Nun komm der Heiden Heiland  BWV 569 
Preces      (p.20) William Smith 
Psalm 118     (p.483) 
1st Lesson: Isaiah 52:13-53-end 
Magnificat     (p.32) Orlando Gibbons’ Short Service 
2nd Lesson: St. Luke 19.29-end 
Nunc Dimittis     (p.22) Orlando Gibbons’ Short Service 
Apostles’ Creed     (p.22) 
Lesser Litany     (p.23) 
Responses     (p.23) 
Collect for Palm Sunday    (p.150) 
Collects for Evening Prayer   (pp.23/24) 
 
Hymn: In the Lord’s atoning grief (Nun komm der Heiden Heiland) 

 
 

2. Thorns and cross and nails and lance, 
Wounds, our rich inheritance, 

Vinegar and gall and reed, 
And the cry his soul that freed. 

 
3. May these all our spirits fill, 
And with love’s devotion thrill; 
In our souls plant virtue’s root, 
And mature its glorious fruit. 

4. Crucified! we thee adore, 
Thee with all our hearts implore; 

Us with all thy saints unite 
In the realms of heavenly light. 

 
5. Christ, by coward hands betrayed, 

Christ, for us a captive made, 
Christ, upon the bitter Tree 

Slain for men, be praise to thee. 
 

Minister: Brethren, we are come together that we may hear again how our Lord and Saviour suffered upon the 
Cross, and that hearing we may offer our lives anew to him who died for us. 
 
Minister: Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People: Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Minister: Lord, have mercy upon us. 



 
Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold these thy people, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 
contented to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the Cross, who 
now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

Assist us mercifully with thy Spirit, O Lord, that thinking upon thy Cross and Passion we may worship thee 
with thankful hearts.  Amen. 
 

O Saviour of the world, who by thy Cross and precious blood hast redeemed us: 
Save us, and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 
 

The congregation may be seated 
 

Reading: THE CROSS IS FORETOLD Isaiah 53.3-8 
 

After each Reading shall be said: 
We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee; Because by thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
 
Hymn: Go to dark Gethsemane (Nicht so traurig) 

 
 

2.  Follow to the judgement hall, 
Beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned; 

See him meekly bearing all! 
Love to man his soul sustained. 
Shun not suffering, pain or loss; 
Learn of Christ to bear the Cross 

3.  Calvary’s mournful mountain view; 
There the Lord of glory see, 

Made a sacrifice for you, 
Dying on th’accursed Tree: 
‘It is finished!’, hear him cry; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

 

Reading: JESUS IS BETRAYED  St. Mark 14.32-50 
 

Motet: Jesu, comfort of my heart (from the Schemellisches Gesangbuch) 
Jesu, comfort of my heart, blessed Jesu: 
Bliss unto my soul thou art, Holy Jesu: 

Sure defence from Satan’s dart, Sweetest Jesu; 
Jesu, sweetest Jesu. 

Thousand times I think of thee, My Redeemer; 
Dying on the cruel Tree, My Redeemer; 

Risen from death the world to free, My Redeemer; 
Jesu, my Redeemer. 

 

Jesu, still with us abide, Blessed Jesu; 
Bring us to the Father’s side, Holy Jesu, 
In the eternal Eastertide, Sweetest Jesu; 

Jesu, Sweetest Jesu. Amen. 



 
Reading: JESUS IS TRIED BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST  St. Matthew 26.57-68 
 
Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesu, how hast thou offended? (Herzliebster Jesu) 

 
 

2. Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesu, hath undone thee, 
‘Twas I, Lord Jesu, I it was denied thee: 

I crucified thee. 
 

3. Lo, the good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
The slave hath sinnéd, and the Son hath suffered; 
For man’s atonement, while he nothing heedeth, 

God intercedeth. 

4. For me, kind Jesu, was thy incarnation, 
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation; 

Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
For my salvation. 

 

5. Therefore, kind Jesu, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 

Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
Not my deserving. 

 
Reading: JESUS APPEARS BEFORE PONTIUS PILATE  St. Matthew 27.11-31 
 
Chorale: O Lord, who dares to smite thee? (from the St. Matthew Passion) 

O Lord, who dares to smite thee, 
And falsely to indict thee, 
Deride and mock thee so? 

Thou canst not need confession 
Who knowest not transgression, 
As we and all our children know. 

 
Reading: JESUS IS CRUCIFIED St. Matthew 27.33-44 
 
Motet: Jesu, joy of man’s desiring (from Cantata 147 Herz und Mund und That und Leben) 

Jesu, joy of man's desiring  
Holy wisdom, love most bright  

Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring  
Soar to uncreated light. 

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned  
With the fire of life impassioned  
Striving still to truth unknown  

Soaring, dying round Thy throne. 
 
Reading: JESUS DIES UPON THE CROSS  St. Mark 15.33-39 
 
Motet: I would beside my Lord be watching (from the St. Matthew Passion) 

I would beside my Lord be watching, 
(And so our sin would fall asleep). 

By his Cross I am saved from sin and loss, 

His sorrows win my soul its ransom. 
(The griefs that he for us endureth, 
How bitter, yet how sweet are they). 



 
All sit and keep silence. The prelude Herzlich tut mir verlangen is played. 
 
Minister: Let us pray. 
O Lord, Jesus Christ, son of the living God, who at this evening hour didst rest in the sepulchre, and didst 
thereby sanctify the grave to be a bed of hope to thy people; make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins, 
which were the cause of thy Passion, that when our bodies lie in the dust, our souls may live with thee; who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: O sacred head, surrounded (Herzlich tut mir verlangen) 

 
 

2. I see thy strength and vigour 
All fading in the strife, 

And death with cruel rigour 
Bereaving thee of life; 
O agony and dying! 

O love to sinners free! 
Jesu, all grace supplying, 
O turn thy face on me. 

3. In this thy bitter Passion, 
Good Shepherd, think of me 

With thy most sweet compassion, 
Unworthy though I be: 

Beneath thy Cross abiding 
For ever would I rest, 

In thy dear love confiding, 
And in thy presence blest. 

 
Reading: CHRIST TRIUMPHANT  Philippians 2.5-11 
 

Aria: Ich folge dir gleichsfalls (from the St. John Passion) 
Ich folge dir gleichfalls mit freudigen Schritten 
 Und lasse dich nicht, Mein Leben, mein Licht. 

Befördre den Lauf, Und höre nicht auf, 
Selbst an mir zu ziehen, zu schieben, zu bitten. 

I follow thee also with joyful steps 
and leave thee not, my life, my light. 

Prepare the way and do not cease 
To thyself to draw me, to lead, to intercede. 

 
Minister: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, who in the holy day of thy Passion didst stretch out thine arms upon the  hard 
wood of the Cross, that all men might be brought within their saving embrace; draw us unto thyself with the 
bands of thy love, that, being bound unto thee for ever as thy faithful servants, we may take up our cross daily 
and follow thee, and at length attain to thine everlasting joy; who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, world without end.  Amen. 



 
Almighty God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of 
godly life: give us grace that we may always most thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily 
endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life: through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Thanks be to thee, Lord Jesus Christ, 
For all the benefits which thou hast won for me, 
For all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me: 
 
 O most merciful Redeemer, Friend, and Brother, 
 May I see thee more clearly, 
 Love thee more dearly, 
 And follow thee more nearly, 
 Day by day.  Amen. 
 
To God the Father who loved us, and made us acceptable in the Beloved: 
To God the Son, who loved us, and loosed us from our sins by his own blood: 
To God the Holy Ghost, who sheddeth the love of God abroad in our hearts: 
To the one true God be all love and glory for time and for eternity.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: A safe stronghold our God is still (Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott) 

 
 

2. With force of arms we nothing can, 
Full soon were we down-ridden; 
But for us fights the proper Man, 
Whom God himself hath bidden. 

Ask ye, who is this same? 
Christ Jesus is his Name, 
The Lord Sabaoth’s Son; 

He, and no other one, 
Shall conquer in the battle. 

3. And were this world all devils o’er, 
And watching to devour us, 

We lay it not to heart so sore, 
Not they can overpower us. 

And let the prince of ill 
Look grim as e’er he will, 
He harms us not a whit; 

For why? – His doom is writ; 
A word shall quickly slay him. 



 
4. God’s Word, for all their craft and force, 

One moment will not linger, 
But, spite of hell, shall have its course; 

‘Tis written by his finger. 
And though they take our life, 
Goods, honour, children, wife, 

Yet is their profit small; 
These things shall vanish all, 
The city of God remaineth. 

 

Organ: Prelude on Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott  BWV 720 
 

 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

The Meditation on the Passion was sung by the Choirs of the Cathedral and St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, directed by David Drinkell and Jenny Vincent. 

The soloists were Catherine Cornick and Meghan MacMillan. 
 

Holy Week and Easter at the Cathedral 
 
Monday 29th March 
7:30pm  Compline 
 
Tuesday 30th March 
7:00pm  Evening Prayer 
7:30pm  Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 31st March 
1:15pm  Organ Concert 
7:30pm  Compline 
 
Maundy Thursday 1st April 
10:00am  Holy Communion  
7:30pm  The Institution of the Lord’s 
  Supper, Foot Washing and  
  Stripping of the Altars 
 

Good Friday 2nd April 
10:00am  Stations of the Cross 
12:00 noon Three Hour Watch 
  by the Cross 
 
Holy Saturday 3rd April 
9:30am  Morning Prayer 
8:00pm  The Great Vigil of Easter 

(celebrated by the parishioners of 
St. Michael and All Angels) 

 
Easter Sunday 4th April 
6:00am  Sung Eucharist 
8:00am  Holy Communion 
9:15am  Sung Eucharist 
11:00am  Choral Communion 
6:30pm  Choral Evensong 

 


